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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


STATE OF THE TREASURY, FEB. 22, 1864. 


Outstanding Taxes in Caleb Richardson’s 
list of 1860, 1, 2, 145 91 
Thomas Hill’s, ae ‘¢ . 1868, ,.676, 25 


Due the Treasurer, 
Balance in favor of the town, 


JOHN CHASE, 


DANIEL T. GAGE, ict, 


ALDEN HILL, 
RECEIPTS. 
Feb. 22d, 1864, whole amount as per 
above, 801 70 
Town, School, State and County tax, 5482 22 
State Treasurer, U. S. bounty, 1206 00 
County for support of Co. poor, 18 00 
Mark Batchelder, for old bridge plank, 5 61 
George W. Wood, highway Sur., 2 00 
K. Webster, for the support of Thomas 
Foot, 70 00 
State Treasurer, State aid money, 1867 06 
DISBURSEMENTS. 


Bills paid for 1863-4. 
Caleb Richardson, abatement of taxes, 64 82 


G. W. Trow, cutting ice in highway, 1 00 
James H. Steele, breaking roads, ~ 7 00 
James Emery, insurance tax, 2 60 
_K. Smith, breaking roads, 2 50 


Charles I’. Stetson, dry goods for Alms 
House, 43 41 


822 16 
20 46 
801 70 


of 


Hudson. 


9452 59 


f 


Bristol & Co., goods for Alms House, 93 


49 

N. G. Waterman & Co., “ di 55 80 
Richard R. Strong, balance of salary at | 

Alms House, 149 40 
Ellen a Strong, labor at Alms House, 38 00 
G. Y. Sawyer & Sawyer, Jr., damage 

and cost in Senter case, 10 00 
N. H. Telegraph, printing town reports, 30 00 
Dustin B. Smith, labor on highway, 6 56 
James B. Merrill, milk measures, 1 00 
Sawyer & Stevens, legal services in the 

Bixby case, Berar vi 
G. Y. Sawyer, legal services in. Steele 

road case, 70 00 
Daniel T. Gage, balance of services as se- 

lectman and overseer of the poor, 22 78 
Pierce & McQuesten, plank for bridge, 1 05 
John Gillis, for snowing T. F. bridge, 10 00 
School money paid, 125 13 
David O. Smith, services as superintend- 

ing school committee, 30 00 
David O. Smith, for medical services, 20 00 
Thomas Hill, collecting taxes in 1863, 50 00 
Caleb Richardson, abatement of taxes, 

1860-1-2, 382 88 

Bill paid for 1864-5. 
N. P. Greene, books and stationery, 4 50 
Jacob Davis, interest on note, 60 00 
Daniel T. Gage, interest on note, 10 19 
Samuel Morrison, interest on note, 36 00 
Edward F, Berry, lumber for bridge. 3 00 
Samuel E. Morrill, for support of hisson, 40 00 
J. P. Bancroft, for the support of Sarah | 

Hadley and Thomas Hoit, 375 98 
Mark Batchelder, for repairing bridges, 94: 35 
John H. Baker, for repairing bridges, 19 50 
Mary J. Marsh, interest on note, 60 00 
Sarah R, Clement, interest on note, 50 00 
Cyrus Cross, interest on note, 1 55 
Eliphaz W. Upham, interest on note, 182 00 
John Cummings, interest on note, 39 64 
Tyler Thomas, labor and lumber for — : 

bridge, 28 50 
Willard Spalding, stone for bridge, 3 00 
‘Thomas Senter, stone and labor for bridge, 21 11 


4) 
Charles E. Senter, labor &c, on Prides 
Benj. H. Kidder, as 
John Goodspeed, use of land while build- 
ing bridge, 
Addison Heald, bridge’ plank, 
Benj. F. Chase, 6 
Isaac Colburn, sc 
Sargeant & Cross, <“ 
Eli Hamblet, railroad fares of exempts, 


Nashua fire insurance Co., for insurance on 
Town house and buildings at poor farm, 43 


Noah O. Robinson, labor on bridle road, 
First National Bank, Nashua, interest, 
George W. Marshall, for repairing bridge, 
Osgood Hill, lumber 
Robert A. Anderson, over assessment of 
taxes, 
Joseph W. Wallace, interest on note, 
C. F. Stetson, dry goods at Alms House, 
J. C. Dudley, lighting T. F. bridge, 
N. G. Waterman & Co., W. IJ. goods 
for Alms House, 


| 
26 


19 


47 


Eli Hamblet, for the relief of Thomas Smith, 6 


Norris Smith, interest on note, 

Luther Pollard, interest on note, 

Thomas Hill, nonresident highway re- 
ceipts, 

Thomas Hill, printing tax bills, 

Frederick Steele, drawing stones, labor 
and lumber, 

G. W. Hills, goods for Alms House, 

Emery Parker, timber for bridge, 

Eli Hamblet, services as treasurer and 
recording taxes, 

Eli Hamblet, services as selectman and 
overseer of poor, 

Eli Hamblet, cash paid for town, 

Alden Hill, services as selectman and ov- 
erseer of poor, 

Benj. A. Merrill, overseer of poor, 

Sylvia Carlton, note, 

Samuel Morrison, note, 

« part of note, 
Paid outstanding orders of last year, 
City Savings Bank, 


7 
60 


oT 
2 


21 
17 


82705 45 


6 
SCHOOL MONEY PAID. 


District No. 1, William T. Merrill 81 22 
és 2, Cyrus Coburn, BL 22 
: 3, Thompson Spears, 50 00 
‘6 4, John H. Baker, 90 00 
# 5, James Emery, . 81 22 
$: 6, George E. Hill, 81 22 
é 7, Simeon Robinson, 47 00 
ii 8, David Clement, 54 02 
cr 9, John B. Marshall, 55 00 
2 10, Granville Hill, 3 50 00 
4281 94 
State tax, 1865 00 | 
County tax, | 581 96 
‘Whole amount of disbursements, 6728 90 
ts receipts, | 9452 57 
‘Balance in favor of the town, 2723 69 
Paid from the treasury bounties to volun- 
teers and substitutes, thd dil ky 20 
Leaving a balance of . 952 49 


We have examined the treasurer’s accounts from Feb. 26, 
(1864, to Feb. 27, 1865, and find them well vouched and cor- - 
«tectly cast. 


State of the Treasury Feb. 27th, 1865. 
Outstanding taxes in Thomas Hill’s list, 


for 1864, | 1061 96 
‘Outstanding taxes on Caleb Richardson’s | 
list for 1860, 1, 2, ) 5 65 
ie $1067 61 
‘Due the Treasurer, Lid. 12 
‘Actual State of the Treasury, 7 : 952 49 
ALDEN HILL, Selectmen of 
BENJAMIN A. MERRILL, Hudson. — 


The town is owing the following notes and bills. 


Jacob Davis’s note, 1050 00 
John Burnham’s 2 se 890 00 
Samuel Morrison’s 43 215 00 
John Cummings « 370 16 
D. O. Smith, ‘6 1249 44 


J. G. Carlton’s $6 1086 50 


Eliphaz W. Upham’s 
Gilman Andrews 2 
E. S. Marsh’s 3 


Sarah Robbins’ 
~ Luther Pollard’s 


Sarah R. Clement’s 2 


William Tuttle’s 
Sybil M. Grant’s 


Daniel T. Gage’s 2 


Daniel Marshall’s 
Eli Hamblet’s — 
City Savings bank 
Hiram Marsh’s 
Warren Smith’s heirs 
Johnson Paine’s 
Hannah Hadley’s 
Joseph Hardy’s 
Frank M. Wion’s 
‘Robert D. Hill’s 
John W. Fletcher’s 
Willard O. Winn’s 
Austin T. Merrill’s 
Horace J. Hamblet’s 
James M. Corliss’s 
James M. Greeley’s 
S. Augustus Greeley’s 
James McCoy’s 
George S. McCoy’s 
Samuel Walker’s 
Albert Campbell’s 
Franklin J. Fuller’s 
James 8S. Blodgett’s 
Cyrus Cross’s 

Levi E. Cross’s 
David Clement’s Jr. 
William D. Miller’s 


Elijah Tinker’s 2 


Clarrisa P. Putman’s 
James Pierce’s 
Dorcas A. Kelley’s 
George E. Hill’s 


John Gillis, snowing T. F. bridge, 
Verder & Co., goods for Alms House, 


: 


note, 
a4 


3075 
2145 
383 
1070 
1010 
2578 
1070 
1038 
348 
436 
219 
7316 
312 
208 
824 
113 
915 


103° 


Q374 
718 
821 
821 

£21 
872 
821 
718 
821 
821 
821 
821 
821 
924 
409 
614 
303 
151 
403 
504 
302 
301 
170 

10 
54 


D. O. Smith, medical services at Almshouse, 20 


Benjamin Howe, superintending school 


committee, 


8 


James Carnes, fixing guide boards, I 50 
Richard R. Strong, salary at Alms House, 210 00 
Hiram Marsh, services and expenses as 


—_——— #44134 91 


State aid committee, 17 83 
Whole amount of liabilities, 44134 91 
Balance of receipts due from the county, 8 33 
State note and interest, 1522 66 

AMOUNT. 


Excess of liabilities over means, 
Borrowed by vote of the town to pay vol- 


unteers and substitutes, 21428 80 
Paid volunteers and substitutes from the 

town treasury, 1771 20: 

Amounting to $23200 00 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR. 
_ EXPENDITURES AT ALMS HOUSE, 


G. W. Hills, for goods, 17.59 
C. F. Stetson, do. 37 89 
N. G. Waterman & Co., “ AT 26 
Verder & Co., e6 57 54 
D. O. Smith, medical attendance, 20 00 
Bills paid superintendent, 811 98 
Superintendent’s salary, 210 00 


Whole amount of expenditures, | 
RECEIPTS AT ALMS HOUSE. 


At Alms House, 855 17 
_ Due from Sargeant & Cross, chopping, 21 00 
Labor on the highway, 6 75 
County of Hillsborough, 10 00 
Due from County — “ 8.33 


Whole amount of receipts, 


Balance against Alms House, 


1202 26 


9 


EXPENSES OFF THE FARM. 
insine Hospital for support of Sarah 


_ Hadley, 184 93 
Insane Hospital for support of Thomas 
Foot, 191 05 
Samuel E. Merrill, for support of Josiah 
K. Merrill, 40 00 
Eli Hamblet; for relief of Thomas Smith, 6 90 
| a #422 88 
Received of Kimball Webster, for sup- 
port of Thomas Foot, 70 00 
Received of the County, 8 00 
‘Total receipts, — &78 00 
Balance against the town, $344 88 
Balance against Alms House added; 301 71 
Tetal balance against the town, $646 59 


The number of inmates at the Alms House is 7, which has 
been the average number during the past year, Mr. Strong has 
ten acres of rye sowed off the farm. We bave agreed with Mr. 
Strong and wife for another year, for $215. 


ELI HAMBLET, : ) Selectmen 
ALDEN HILL, 3 of 
BENJAMIN A. MERRILL, ) Hudson. 


INVOICE AT ALMS HOUSE. 


4 oxen, 475, 6 cows, 250. 725 00 
3 two year old cattle, 75, 4 yearlings, 40, 115 00 
5% tons English hay, 192 50 
5 * stock hay, 100 00 
4 “ oat straw, 4 ton corn fodder, 17 00 
Horse wagon, 60, 3 ladders, 1.25, 61 25 
4 pitch forks, 1, 2 barrows, 15, 16 00 
1 Traverse sled; 50 00 
9 ox yokes, 15, 5 ploughs, 18, 33 00 
2 cultivators, 5, 8 rakes, .65, wo, 64 
5 shovels, 1.50, 5 manure forks, 1.25, ig b= 
Grubhoe and hook, 19 
2 crow bars, 2, 3 draft chains, 5, 7 00 
3 stake chains and whiffletree, 1.25, 1 25 
3 sickles, 25, 1 set of measures, 75, 1 00 


20 bushels corn, 175, 5 bushels rye, 11.25, 186 25 
Sev “charley, 6, 25, “ goats, 25, 31 00 
2 


10 


14 “ Salt, 2, ox muzzles, 25, 2 2 
2 ox carts, 70, ox wagon, body and fore 
wheel, 25, 95 OG 
Grind stone, 2, sleigh, 40, 42. 00 
Harness, 4, 6 hoes, 1, 8 axes, 3.25, 8 25 
3 bush scythes, 1.50, 13 lbs, shoeiron, 2, 3, 50 
2 wood saws, 1.50, wheelbarrow, 1.50, 3 00 
14 M. shingles, 5, Scythes and snathes,5, 10 00 
Horse rake, 2, hard lumber, 6, 8 00 
Pine lumber, 5, 4 shoats, 125, 130 00 
Winnowing mill, 3, 1 hay cutter, 2.50, 5 50 
18 hens, 9, 2 turkeys, 4, 13 00 
Buffalo robe, 4, 2 iron wedges, 50, 4 50 
11 bags, 2.75, carpenters’ tools, 2.50, Bes 
175 bushels potatoes, 122 50 
14 ‘¢ turnips, 4.50, cabbage, 1.50, 6 00 
‘ onions, 1.25, 2 bushels apes 2 25 
7 barrels cider ne pape! 50 
44 “ apples, 13.50, 325 Ibs. pork, 81. 25, 94 75 
191 Ibs. ham, , 88 20 
200 Ibs. salt beef, 25 00 
100 Ibs. fresh meat, 15 00 
2 barrels soap, 16 00 
3 barrels vinegar, 19 50 
83 Ibs. butter, 41 50 
16 gall. pickles, 4 80 
3 bush. peas, 7.50, 24 bu. col. beans, 5.50, 
_ 44 bu. white beans, 13.50, 26 50 
60 lbs. lard, 15,35 lbs. tallow, 5.60, 20 60 
21 doz. candles, 5.25, 14 lbs. sausages, 3, 8 25 
1 barrel flour, 12 00 
18 Ibs. dried apple 3.50, 6 gal. boiled 
cider, 3, 6 50 
Amount, 


$2373 10 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending School Committee submits the 
following report : 


DISTRICT NO. I. 


This is one of our best schools. Its past year has 
been avery prosperous one. It has been under the 
charge of two excellent teachers. Order, studious hab- 
its and progress were conspicuous during each term. 

The Summer term was taught by Miss E. H. Gow- 
ing—a lady thoroughly educated and every way quali- 
fied to discharge the interesting and responsible duties 
connected with her school. Her government was mild 
and persuasive, yet effective. Her instruction was 
thorough, intelligent and practical, and the advance- 
ment of her pupils quite apparent, especially in Read- 
ing, Writing and Arithmetic. The closing examination 
was highly satisfactory ; and all who witnessed it must 
have applauded the fidelity of the teacher and the dili- 
gence of the pupils. Whole number of different schol- 
ars, 25. Average attendance, 21. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss M. F. Gould, 
of ‘T'yngsborough, Mass. Miss G. is an able and expe- 
rienced teacher and a good disciplinarian. She appears 
to enjoy the business of teaching and engages in it with 
a hearty good will. She sustained well the high repu- 
tation she had won for herself in this town on previous 
occasions, as an energetic, laborious and successful 


12 


teacher. It was highly gratifying to the committee to 
observe the quiet and orderly conduct of the pupils at 
the closing examination which occupied about four 
hours, and “also the great familiarity with all the branch- 
es of study, to which attention had been given, so strik- 
ingly manifested. 

Whole number of different scholars 28. Average at- 
tendance 24. 


DISTRICT NO. IL. - 


The summer term was under the charge of Miss Ab- 
bie E. Winn. The school opened with very encourag- 
ing prospects. Propriety of conduct and studiousness 
characterized the pupils generally, and the teacher ap- 
peared to be endowed with a good share of vivacity and 
force of character; and from the reputation she had ac- 
quired as a competent and faithful teacher in this school 
ona former occasion it was expected that the term 
would bea successful one. Nor could it have been - 
otherwise if the good order, kind feeling and studious 
habits, observable at the Ardy ie had _ continu- 
ed. But an evil spirit crept into the school and dis- 
turbed its harmony and blighted in a measure its fair 
prospects. Nevertheless, the examination indicated 
good progress particularly in Reading, Writing and Ge- 
ography. In regard to the unkind feeling developed in | 
this school, the committee, after careful inquiry, would 
say that he does not hold the teacher responsible. She 
might have erred, for infallibility belongs not to human 
nature. It was obvious, however, that she had the good 
of the school in view and labored earnestly for its suc- 
CESS. 

Whole number of different scholars 21. Average 
attendance 17. 

Lhe Winter term was taught by Mr. B. K. Emer- 
son, of Nashua. 

Mr. Emerson is a well qualified ‘and experienced 
teacher and a very excellent disciplinarian. The exam- 
ination at the close—though the term had been less 
than six weeks—showed a degree of proficiency in the 


15 


various branches of study, honorable to the teacher and 
creditable to the pupils. 


Whole number of different scholars 25. Average at- 
tendance 20. 

DISTRICT NO. ILL. 

This school during the Summer and Winter terms 
was under the instruction of Miss L. E. Chase, of Pel- 
ham. 

Miss Chase is a good scholar, an unassuming and 
amiable lady, an earnest, patient, persevering and suc- 
cessful teacher. She was highly successful in gaining 
the confidence, respect and warm affection of her pu- 
pils ; hence she controlled her school without severity, 
and incited in her pupils a praiseworthy ambition for 
the acquisition of knowledge. Her more advanced 
scholars in the Winter term evinced at the close of 
the school a familiarity with, and thoroughness in, the 
different branches of study which were in a high de- 
gree commendable. ‘The committee has reason to be- 
lieve that Miss Chase gave a very general, if not a unti- 
versal satisfaction in the District during both the Sum- 
mer and Winter terms. 


Summer term, whole number of different scholars 9. 
Average attendance 8. 
Winter term—16. Average idpsictilee 15. 


DISTRICT NO. IV. 


This school is very large and requires a great amount 
of labor, and for various reasons is somewhat difficult 
to manage. 

The Summer and Winter terms were under the charge 
of Miss Addie E. Shedd, of Merrimack. 

Miss Shedd is an accomplished and experienced tea- 
cher. She commenced the school under a deep impres- 
sion of the difficulty of her task, having taught the 
school the previous summer. And it is due to her to 
say, that she entered upon her work with an energy, 
firmness and decision commensurate with its magnitude, 
and proved herself a most laborious, patient, unwearied 
and self-denying teacher. ‘he Summer term, the Com- 


14 


mittee regard as a most prosperous one. It was char- 
acterized by good order, studiousness and advancement 
in all the branches of study. | 

The closing examination showed a thoroughness in 
instruction and a diligence in application highly honor- 
able to the instructor and laudable to the pupils and. 
must have been satisfactory to all concerned. 

If the Winter term was not as successful in all re- 
spects as the Summer term, the Committee cannot con- 
sider the instructor as responsible, or chargeable in any 
degree with delinquency or indiscretion. Her labors 
for the good of the school were even more arduous and 
indefatigable, and her management as wise and discreet 
asin the previous term. Irregular attendance and a 
want of a due appreciation of a good and practical edu- 
cation, on the part of a number of the larger scholars of 
both sexes, were two very ‘serious evils. 

It is to be deeply deplored that so many in our schools 
‘seem never to reflect upon the priceless value of a sound 
and thorough education. 

But notwithstanding the obstacles thrown in the way 
of the progress of the school, the examination, at the 
-close, was deeply interesting and highly satisfactory.— 
The commendatory remarks of the Rev. Mr. Adams,— 
our County School Commissioner—must have been 
-gratifying to the teacher and pleasing to the scholars. 

Summer Term—whole number of different scholars, 
48. Average attendance, 42. 


Winter Term, 48. Average attendance, 85. 


DISTRICT NO. V. 


The Summer term of this school was under the care 
and instruction of Miss Mary A. Fellows, of. Andover, 
Miss Fellows isa self-possessed, dignified and. accomplish- 
ed lady, a thorough scholar, a fine disciplinarian, an ex- 
perienced and practical teacher. Theschool under her 
administration was kept in the most perfect order and 
made very commendable and laudable progress, especial- 
ly in Reading, Arithmetic and Grammar. It appeared 
at the examination that the more advanced scholars had 
been thoroughly drilled and practically taught. . Nor 


15 


did it appear that the younger portion of the school 
failed to secure their due share of attention. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss R. $8. Hamb- 
let. . This was Miss Hamblet’s first attempt at teaching 
a, public school. At the first visit of the Committee, it 
was apparent that the reins of government were quite 
too lax. ‘This, however, was not altogether unexpect- 
ed. Miss H. labored under the very great disadvantage 
of teaching in her own district, where the larger schol- 
ars had been her associates and companions in study.— 
As a companion she was doubtless greatly esteemed ; 
but it was difficult for those with whom she had been 
on such familiar terms to render her that deference, 
which was her due as their instructor and governess, 
and equally difficult for her to command obedience and 
establish her authority over them. It gives the Com- 
mittee great pleasure, however, to say, that the order of 
the school at the closing examination was very com- 
mendable and that for the brief term of six weeks good 
proficiency was made in the various branches of study. 
Miss H. has a well cultivated mind and_ possesses the 
elements of a good teacher, and under favoyable circum- 
stances will prove her efficiency as an instructor. 


Summer ‘lerm—whole number of different scholars; 
23. Average attendance, 19. 
Winter Term, 29. Average attendance, 24. 


DISTRICT NO. VI. 


Both terms of this school were under the instruction 
of Miss M. Jennie Phelps, of Pepperell, Mass., a lady, 
well educated, kind, amiable and winning in her -man- 
ners and of very considerable experience in teaching.— 
It was obvious at the opening of the Summer term, that 
the school had been under injudicious management.— 
With a few laudable exceptions the conduct of the pu- 
pils was very unscholarly. JRestlessness, noise, unstu- 
diousness, whispering, gazing at each other and smiling, 
were some of the unpleasant, unpromising and excep- 
tionable characteristics of the school. As a natural 
consequence of such injurious habits, the school, with 
afew exceptions, was backward. Under the discreet 
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managemetit of Miss Phelps, however, the school grad- 
ually improved during the term in studiousness and in 
propriety of conduct. ‘lhe examination evinced good 
progress in Reading, Arithmetic and Geography. In 
Writing very little improvement was made. 

The Winter term was still more successful. Very 
creditable proficiency was made. And it affords the 
committee much satisfaction to say, that the school at 
its close would compare favorably with other schools in 
town. 

Summer Term—Whole number of different scholars 
15. Average attendance 12. 

Winter Term, 18. Average attendance 15. 

DISTRICT NO. VIL 

The Summer and Winter terms of this school were 
taught by Miss Addie M. Greeley, of Londonderry. 

Miss Greeley is a correct scholar and well versed in 
the common branches of education. She sustained a 
good examination and proved herself well qualified to 
give instruction. 

She was, however, inexperienced, this being her first 
attempt at feaching. At the commericement of the 
school, some misgiving was felt as to Miss Greeley’s suc- 
cess. In the management of her pupils, she exhibited 
a considerable share of sternness, approaching’ severity. 
She had too little of that suavity of manner so indispen- 
sable to the highest excellence and success in teaching. 
Mildness and gentleness coupled with firmness and de- 
cision are requisite to acquire an easy ascendency over 
pupils and to hold them in willing subjection to just 
and.reasonable regulations. Severity of manner begets 
unkind feelings and sets the pupils in a hostile attitude 
towards their instructor, and presents a strong barrier 
to improvement. Miss G., however, improved in man- | 
ner, and succeeded in gaining the confidence and esteem 
of her pupils generally; and the examination at the 
close of the term was in a good degree satisfactory, in- 
dicating very considerable advancement. 

The Winter term was well managed, evincing activi+ 
ty, earnestness and fidelity on the part of the teacher ; 
and quietness and diligence on the part of the pupils 
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generally. Good proficiency was made during the term. 
The general correctness and promptness of the scholars 
at the closing examination reflected much credit upon 
themselves and honor upon their teacher. 
Summer Term—Whole number of different scholars 
22. Average attendance 19. i 
Winter ‘Term—25. Average attendance 18. 


DISTRICT NO. VIIL. 


Miss H. Fannie Marsh had the charge of this school 
during both the Summer and Winter terms. 

Miss Marsh is very young and inexperienced, this 
being her first engagement as a teacher. But she is 
well qualified as an instructor, both by education and 
by her naturally amiable disposition. She was prepar- 
ed to enter at once into the feelings and wants of those 
committed to her charge and thus to win their esteem 
and love. 

A large majority of the pupils of this school are quite 
young; but they showed a propriety of conduct, a dili- 
gence in study and a correctness in recitation that would 
have done honor to those of riper years. ‘The exercises 
at the examination at the close of the Summer term 
were worthy of high commendation. A class of three 
in History sustained the most perfect examination that 
the Committee had ever witnessed in any district school 
orAcademy. The facts of history were narrated in their 
own simple language with great ease and with the most 
perfect accuracy. 

The Winter term was equally prosperous. At the 
opening of the school all the pupils, without an excep- 
tion, pledged themselves to make the best improvement 
of their time during the term, and the examination at 
the close showed, that they had in a good degree redeem- 
ed their promise. A praiseworthy progress was made 
in all their studies. 

Summer Term—Whole number of different scholars 
28. 

Winter Term, 31. Average attendance 28. 

3 


18 
DISTRICT NO. IX. 


The Summer and Winter terms of this school were 
under the charge of Miss C. C. Chase—a lady of good 
literary attainments, but inexperienced as a teacher, this 
being her first engagement. Miss Chase entered upon 
the duties of her charge with a kind heart and a cheer- 
ful disposition; and with a firmness of purpose and a 
resolute earnestness worthy of the great and important 
object in view, and proved herself a thorough, practical 
and efficient teacher and a superior governess. Order, — 
studiousness and progress characterized the school.— 
The Summer term was carried through in a very suc- 
cessful manner. A general approbation, at the closing 
examination, must have been felt, if not expressed.— 
During the Winter term, Miss C. sustained the reputa- 
tion she had gained the previous term as a good disci- 
plinarian and an earnest and faithful teacher. And the 
advancement’ of her pupils in all their studies was very 
apparent. The exercises on the day of examination 
were of an interesting character. ‘They were honorable 
to the teacher and creditable to the pupils and must 
have been gratifying to parents and sahiapatary to all 
who were present. 


Summer ‘Term-—Whole number of different scholars 
22. Average attendance 18. 
Winter Term, 26. Average attendance 24. | 


DISTRICT NO. X. 


This is one of our smallest schools but in attainments. 
is second to no other school in town. Both terms were 
under the instruction of Miss L. M. Colburn, a lady of 
high moral character, of ample intellectual qualifications, 
of very considerable experience in teaching and endow- _ 
ed with more than an ordinary share of those natural 
graces which fit her preeminently for the business of 
teaching. She succeeded in gaining the most entire 
confidence, and the warmest attachment of her pupils. - 

In discharging her responsible duties she was faithful, 
patient and unwearied, Being a correct and thorough 
scholar herself, she labored earnestly to impress her.own 

ntellectual character upon her pupils ; nor did she la- 
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‘bor in vain. Her seven pupils, at the close of the Sum- 
mer term, sustained themselves well through an exami- 
nation of more than three hours. And to the praise of 
both teacher and pupils, it should be said that the ex- 
amination increased in interest to. the close. 


The Winter term opened with double the number of 
scholars that attended during the summer, and with 
very encouraging prospects, nor has the committee any 
reason to believe that the fair prospects were blighted. 
But as there was no examination at the close of the 
term on account of the sudden illness of the teacher the 
committee will give her own report, which is as fol- 
dows : 

“The school has been in many respects as pleasant as 
I could wish; in other respects it has not. On the 
part of some there has been an earnest endeavor to obey 
the rules, and promote the interests of the school ; while 
others, at times, have been, perhaps, too thoughtless for 
their own advancement, or the highest good of the 
school. .I think the habits of study, with few excep- 
tions, have been very good. I think better progress 
would have been made, had there not been so many dif- 
ferent kinds of text books. I could not devote that 
time to each class which it really required.” 


Our Text Book system needs great and important 
changes. 

Summer Term—whole number of different scholars, | 
7. . Average attendance, 6. Winter Term, 14. Aver- 
age attendance, 13. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


It will be observed from the several reports, that, in 
the judgment of the committee, a general prosperity has 
attended our schools during the past year. ‘They have 
been under the instruction of competent, judicious and 
faithful teachers; differing, indeed, in their natural 
temperament, experience in teaching, literary qualifica- 
tions, faculty to govern, skill to illustrate and make 
plain the more difficult points of study. . And the schol- 
ars, as a general rule, have shown a laudable ambition 
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for the acquisition of knowledge, and a disposition to 
submit to just and reasonable regulations without a re- 
sort to severe measures. But still, our schools are not 
perfect. ‘They are not what they ought to be. ‘hey 
are not what they might be, if all who are concerned in 
their prosperity were as deeply interested in their suc- 
cess and their highest possible advancement as they 
should be. And who should not be deeply concerned in 
the prosperity of our schools ? 

What parent, what philanthropist or what citizen is 
there among us, who must not feel a growing interest 
in the oreat cause of education? None, surely, if we 
have a proper regard for the welfare of the rising gen- 
eration ; the prosperity, peace, happiness and security 
of society; the strength, stability and perpetuity of our 
free institutions ; and the highest elevation and glory 
of our country. And who of us must not cherish an 
abiding interest in our public schools, which have con- 
tributed so largely to our individual, social and nation- 
al prosperity and happiness 2 

How then shall we make them better? If we would 
elevate them to the highest point of excellence we must 
employ able teachers—teachers of good common sense, 
and of high moral and intellectual qualifications—tea- 
chers in whose prudence and wisdom we can repose con- 
fidence. Having secured such teachers, parents and 
others must give them their firm support and hearty co- 
operation. ‘hat morbid sensibility which many pa- 
rents possess in regard to the infliction of corporeal 
punishment in our schools, even for gross misdemeanor, 
merits severe reprehension. 

If the conduct of our children is such as to merit a 
sound flogging, let the teacher receive our approval for 
administering it, and not tell them to take their books 
and come home if the teacher attempts to punish them. 
Order must be preserved, otherwise our schools are 
worthless. If mild means fail to secure it, then it is not 
only a dictate of the highest human wisdom, but of Di- 
vine, to use the rod. 

It would tend greatly to the improvement of our 
schools, it good, competent teachers, who give a general 
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satisfaction, were retained term after term, as long as 
practicable. 


The common practice of introducing a new teacher 
_ every term is to be greatly deprecated. If it is desira- 
ble to have permanent teachers in our High Schools, 
Academies and Colleges, it is equally desirable in our 
common schools. ‘The committee is aware of the diffi- 
culty, nay, of the impossibility of securing permanent 
teachers at present in our district schools; but great 
improvement on the present policy might be made. A 
better plan in relation to text books than we now have 
is highly desirable. ‘The evils incident to the present 
system are so great that a thorough investigation of the 
subject is imperiously demanded and much of the hetero- 
geneous mass comprising our text books cast out. A 
school to succeed well, must be well classified ; but this 
is impossible with such a diversity of books as we have 
in some of our schools. ‘To correct this evil and make 
it stay corrected will require the wisdom of the wise. 


BENJAMIN HOWE, 
Superintending School Committee. 


March, 1865. 
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